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Prologue

A few months ago, I was invited as the chief

guest by the Historical Society of Government

College, Lahore. On this occasion I delivered a

long speech relevant to the subject of Plistory,

its evolution and its Qar’anic concept which was

tape-recorded by some friends.

I am aware of my intellectual shortcomings.

I was never under any illusion about the level

of my scholarship. But on that day I felt that

in this speech sufficient material for study had

been collected. Afterwards many of my listeners

vigorously insisted that it should be published in

book form. Therefore after revision and a few

additions, this speech is being presented in the

form of a booklet to the readers, although in

some places it still bears the marks of oratory.

Two points in this booklet invite particular

attention from scholars. One is, whether some

two to four hundred years ago, history was limit-

ed to a few stories, fables and surmises, as some
reputed British scholars claim. The second is the

Qur'an's concept of history.
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STUDY OF HISTORY

I do not claim that my speech is the la>t

word on this subject. It will disclose a few hid-

den aspects of historical thought. Now it is the

duty of research scholars to proceed further on

these lines and unfurl the standard of Oriental

and Islamic conceptions of religion and wisdom
in the world of scholarly research without being

overawed by the West.

KAUSAR NIAZI

Islamabad

31 August 1973



Preface

It is the demand of human nature to take

I
interest in the history of one's ancestors. On
account of this interest, historians of every age

have tried to record important events of their

time and preserve them for future generations,

i
It is the moral duty of the historian to give an

I honest and balanced outline of events in accord-

ance with their importance. It is thus that the

history of mankind since the exit of Adam from

Paradise up to the present times has reached us.

1 The most important and clear document of his-

tory handed down to us is the immortal word of

God which has not only correctly recorded events

but has also given us an authentic version of the

I false reports regarding certain events which were

propagated either deliberately or due to some

necessity «•

Fortunately, Muslim historians turned their

attention to this from the very beginning of

Islam aud recorded all events pertaining to every

aspect of the life of the Holy Prophet, the ever-

increasing progress of Islam, the wars conduct-
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ed by the Holy Prophet and his emigration to

Medina This is the reason why, id spite of the

eff ,rts of the Orientalists, the message of Islam

and its Prophet together with its basic principles

and ethics as well as personal example of the

Holy Prophet have been preserved for all time.

If a study is made on right lines and if re-

search is conducted in a spirit of fairness and

impartiality, even the hidden aspects of history

can be laid bare. Oae point in this connection

should be kept in mind and it is that special care

should be given to the correctness of events and

full attention be given to this research.

Before the Muslim historians came to the

fore, history was only a record of the glories of

monarchs and tribal chiefs or events were given

an exaggerated colouring. The common people

and their struggles were either entirely left out

of account, or if these were mentioned, they were

mentioned only for the sake of embellishment.

When Islam initiated a break with this tradi-

tional method and gave importance to the com*

mon people, Muslim historians also turned their

attention to this aspect of history. This is the

reason why along with the description of events

% • •vm
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PREFACE

relating to caliphs and monarchs, the Muslim
historians preserved also the history of the way
in which common people thought and lived. In

this material one can find detailed record of

justice done by the rulers, their achievements

and reforms as well as the full description of those

personalities who fearlessly and publicly criticis-

ed the rulers for doing wrong or straying from

the right path and who always devoted their

efforts to keep Islamic society from taking wrong

directions. This kind of historical record furnish-

es correct events of particular periods. As I

have said above, in spite of distortions made

by Orientalists and their efforts to invent false

stories, the real facts could not remain hidden.

In this book only the above facts have been

put forward inviting scholars to make further

researches on them. Some reputed Western his-

torians and Orientalists have tried to give the

impression that history is a mere collection of

myths and conjectures in which much hearsay

and many cooked-up facts have been recorded.

But this is not true. Therefore 1 have tried to

show what the Islamic conception of history is.

and what important part has been played in i

IX
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by the intellectual, moral and spiritual revolu-

tion effected by Islam.

As indicated in the Prologue, this booklet is

based on one of my speeches which I delivered

in the Government College, Lahore. I had no

idea that it will be so widely acclaimed in

scholarly circles, or that it would be included in

the curriculum of the colleges and universities.

Now, when in a short time, its two editions have

been exhausted and its third edition is being

presented to the public, a few additions have been

made in it. Some four months ago 1 addressed

the Pakistan National Centre, Sialkot, at its open-

ing ceremony. The subject of my address was

the part played by history in the rise and fall of

nations. This speech has also been included in

the booklet. Ihe reader might and some repe-

titions in this part ol the book, particularly wnere

I have explained the Qur'ctmc chapter on Time.

But this was made necessary by the require-

ments of the context. This book also includes

another address of mine which I delivered at a

gathering of intellectuals. The mam point of

this speech is that the establishment of a world

government is an important necessity of the

x
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times. My reading of history confirms me in the

view that now, finally, the world will turn to this

direction, and in this it will receive no guidance

from any religion other than Islam.

My efforts will not be wasted and my labours

will bear fruit if some researcher takes advantage

of them and, with the zeal to serve Islam and in

order to give a new life of peace to distressed

humanity, comes forward to put forth further

facts and shows to the world that Islam has

covered all the stages in the search for world

peace and for stamping out divisions of race,

colour and nationality—an effort in which the

United Nations has so far remained unsuccessful.
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Researches of Arab Historians

It is an undeniable fact that until the eight-

eenth century and the first and second half of

the nineteenth century before the archaeologists

laid the scientific foundations for research in

ancient history and before they discovered from

the caves different kinds of human skeletons,

limbs, jaws and skulls, the sources of human his-

tory were merely those myths and stories which

were recorded in the Old and New Testaments,

in the Vedas, Mahabharata and the traditions

handed down by the Israelite divines or the in-

cidents which the Holy Qur'an considered worth

recording.

We do not agree with the view of the famous

. « _ tt n \X7a11c that cnm#» twn tn

1
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years before the birth of Christ .
1

H.G. Wells has been rated as a great research

scholar. But when he said this, he limited his

view to the traditions incorporated in the Old

and New Testaments or he had studied only the

historical literature based on the Old and New

• Testaments.

If he were acquainted with the Arabic langu-

age or if he had made a detailed study of the

researches made by Arab historians and Arab

traditionists or if he were in contact with those

French and German scholars who, during the

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, published

the original works of Arab historians like Mas'udl,

Ibn Sa‘d, Ibn HishELm, Ibn Ish&q, al-Tabari, Ibn

Athir, Abul-Fida' and other authors and histori-

ans, he would never have claimed that history,

some two to four hundred years ago, was a mere

mass of myths, stories and conjectures.

It is not only H.G. Wells who errs in this

fashion. Edward Knoll, Brunses, Phillip Lee »

Howell and other British and American historians

of their ilk argue in the same way. The reason

1. H.G. Wells, A Short History of the World (London,
’

Co), p§ 1*

2
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for tbisis that their knowledge, like H G. Wells’s

is confined to the researches conducted in tbeir

own immediate environment.

If their intellectual horizons were broad
enough, they would not have limited their view
to two to four hundred years of research. They
would have extended this period to fourteen

hundred years and, looking back on the past,

they would have made the admission that know-
ledge of past human history had advanced some
fourteen hundred years ago from mere conjec-

tures and taken the road to genuine inquiry and
research.

We are not saying this only as a Muslim, but

as a student of history who has studied history,

not merely from the first century of the Holy

Prophet's emigration (to Medina), but from the

time when Adam, the first ancestor of man, was

created.

Certainly, the story of the creation of Adam,

the first ancestor of man, has been related in the

Old and New Testaments, and the Holy Qur'an is

also interested in it.

H.G. Wells and other British and American

historians, because of their being Christians, are

fully within their rights to consider as mere fables

3
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the story of the creation of Adam and subsequent

historical events, for the compilation of Old and

New Testaments does not fulfil the conditions

laid down for modern research and their authori-

ty lacks confirmation. The narrators of these

books are men of unknown ancestry. Moreover,

their own lives are shrouded in obscurity. The

Christian and Jewish world knows very little

about their third and fourth narrators, not to

j
speak of the first and second narrators. But the

F
Holy Qur'an as well as the Arab historians of

the first three and subsequent centuries of Hijrah
fulfil all the conditions laid down by modern
research. The Qur'an which is the source and
foundation of Muslim historiography certainly
transcends all mere conjectures.

Not only according to Muslim scholars, but

|
also according to world historians, it is a histori-

f cal fact that every letter, every word, every dot
and every verse of the Qur’an from the begin-
ning to the end has been transmitted to the world
of today in the same order in which it was
revealed twelve years before the Hijrah during
the ministry of the Prophet beginning from his
stay at Mecca up to the year of his death. The
problem of the Qur’an is not like the problem of

4



RESEARCHES OF AK\h HISTORIAN*

>

i

[

E

L

1

1

f

t

i-

t

L-

d

is

ig

iis

tie

of

the Old and New Testaments which were com-

piled in book form several hundred years after

David, Moses and Jesus Christ. The person to

whom the Qur’5n was revealed took care to have

it written and compiled as well as preserved in

his lifetime.2

Our religious scholars and historians have

written innumerable books on this subject and

these books are quoted as authorities, not only

by great German and French Orientalists, but

also by British Orientalists. These books come

up fully to the standards laid down for authentic

history. According to them, as the Qur an was

being revealed, the Holy Prophet had it inscrib-

ed on pieces of leather, clean bones and lea ver

of palm trees. In this way the Qur’an was pre-

served for the future generations. 3

The Prophet was not satisfied with this

alone. A large body of the Prophet's Companions

learnt the Qur’an by heart. Ibn Kathir. In

Athlr, al-Tabari, al-Bukha.i, al-Mushm. Ibn

Qutaibah, al-Mada’inl and Ibn al-Nadim, m <>

ot Al-Fihrist, have reported that the num >er

the Prophet’s Companions who had ^
the words and chapteis oi th ^

2-3. Ibn al-Nadim, Al-Fihrist^ pp.
*4-15 #

Ibu Ku



study of history

Compin'ions decreased
considerably in the Battle

„f ahYamitnah, srhen fourteen hundred of them

were martyred. 4

_ „ , ,

After reporting this, al-Tabari, al-Buu 5ti,

Ibn Katbir and Ibn ai-Nadim have narrated that

when Abu Bakr and ‘Urnar came to know of the

martyrdom of these memorisers of tee Qur §.o,

they felt much concerned at the thought that

in the future wars, waged for the sake of Islam,

all those who had memorised the Qur'an might

be killed, and these transmitters of the Qur'an

may become extinct. Therefore they set up a

board of scribes headed by Zaid b. Th&bit and
entrusted to them all those tablets, bones and
pieces of leather in which the Qur’&n had been
preserved by the Holy Prophet and asked them
to perform the duty of compiling the Book of
God in a systematic manner.

These historians agree that after careful
research and scrutiny a copy of the Holy Qur'an

Ahfi
PrePared by wk‘ch was preserved by

Abu Bakr as the most precious possession of the

S n * s8: ibn Katbir'
vol,v'

account
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State. After Abu Bakr’s death, when ‘Umar be-

came Caliph, he had this original copy of

the Our’Sn reviewed and after causing further

copies of the Qur’an to be prepared, he despatch-

ed them to different provinces of tbe Islamic

Caliphate. Further work was done on this during

the reign of the third Caliph, Uthiai::

5. Ibn al-Kadina, Al-Fihrist, pp 41,44 ; Ibn Katbir, V, 82-84.
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The First
Authoritative

Of History

Document

Our subject is not t0
the authentic

^Ym.Holy QaX We want t. say only

that the Holy Qar’sn which is the prime mover,

or the first letter, of Islamic history is a docu-

ment of human history which disables H.G, \v ells

and other historians from saying that the know-

ledge of human history entered the stage of trust-

worthiness only two to four hundred years ago.

This science had entered the stage of trust-

worthiness and certainty when the Qur’an was

revealed to Prophet Muhammad and, besides

giving a perfect code of life for the well-being of

human life, it partially uncovered the history of

the previous ages and mentioned important facts

regarding the life of many extinct nations and
rophets of yore. This narration of previous
istory was certainly not based on mere hearsay

and conjectures.

8



FIRST AUTHORITATIVE DOCUMENT

This is the first authoritative and written

document of the history of man, and this docu-

ment cannot be ignored on any account. We do

not fully agree with those historians' who believe

that because the Holy Qur’&n has narrated stories

about some past nations and some* Prophets of

yore, therefore it was the Qur’an which turned the

attention of such earlier Arab historians as Sha'bl

,

Malik, al-Mada’ini, Abu'Ubaid, Ibn Ishaq, Ibn

Hisham, Ibn Sa'd, Waqidi, Bukhari, Muslim,

Tirmidhi, NisS’I, Ibn Majah, al-Tabari, Ibn al-

Nadim.al-Baladhuii, Ibn Athir, Ibn Kathir, Ibn

KhaldQn, Abul-Fida’, al-Suhaili, al-Khara’itl,

and other scholars towards historiography.

In our opinion, the Holy Qur’an was certainly

the first foundation [of Muslim history. It was

also the prime mover in this direction, but the

Arab historians and traditionists took up their

work so that they may transmit the Qur an
^

teachings, personal example of the Ho y
r

phet and the practices of the ngnti> „

Caliphs to the future generations.

However, it is true that when the P .

lars of Islamic history, like Ibn Sa d in

volume of his world famous i'abaqat.an

9
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him al-Mas'udl. al- Tabari, Ibn Atbir, Ibn Katblr

and Ibn KhaldQn and others began to write the

historv of mankind from the creation o Adam,

they were inspired by those Quranic narrations

of the stories of the previous nations.

Particularly al-Mas‘udl, who, according to

all Orientalists and eminent German and french

scholars, is the first great researcher of history,

reached San‘&\ Hadrarnaut, the valley of Hijaz,

Egypt, Persia and India in search of the home-

lands of these ancient nations, and the archaeo-

logical research commenced by British, French,

and German scholars in the nineteenth century,

had already been completed by him in 333

Hijrab.

H.G. Wells and other British historians have

studied neither al-Mas‘udi, nor Ibn Sa‘d, al-

Tabari and other Arab historians, otherwise it

would have come to their knowledge that the

researches commenced by Arab historians from
the second century of Hijrah had laid the firm

foundation of historiography.
These Arab historians, particularly Ibn Sa'd,

al-Mas‘udl, al-Tabari, Ibn Katblr and Ibn Atbir,
have certainly, in writing the history of man-

10



first authoritative document

kind, relied upon those traditions which they

received through Jew scholars, but they made

a critical study of those traditions and consulted

ali the sources where they could get some new

knowledge. This is the reason why they recorded

with complete confidence all the knowledge gain-

ed by them through careful research and they

wrote their histories as if they were eye-witnesses

of all the incidents and events recorded by them.

This is not the occasion to go into details.

As an example, we quote al-Mas'udi below who

says :

u: (*L- cr ->>y^ (ir ^
uO 5 <lT-

f

[Then Sarah Am tim b.La'uzar b. Sam b, Nuh separated

from his caravan after .Jarhani b. Qahtan and settled in

Persia. Tnerefore, Fars was the descendant of Kiyumarth
b. Amiim atid Amaim is the person who raised walls and
laid the roofs.]

Al-Tabari, Ibn Sa*d and Abul-Fida.’ say near-

ly the same thing,1 A little further al-Mas'Gdi

1. Al-Mas'fidI, Muruj al-Dhahab, II, 142.

2. Ibn Sa'd, I, 19; Abut-Fida*. p. 59 ; ai-Tabarl, I, 105-07.

11
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makes the claim with great confidence :

[A party among the biographers says that the tribes

which we have mentioned all lived in camps. They were

bedouins and shepherds.]

Dr Satcliraider is a far more eminent scholar

and archaeologist than H.G. Wells. He wrote

his famous book Prehistoric Antiquities in 1890.

He belonged to the school of Grimm who was a

great historian and archaeologist. Dr Satchraider

says with the same confidence as Mas'udI : “On
the whole, Grimm is of the opinion that the Indo-

Europeans when they moved from Asia to Europe
were still shepherds." 4

We cannot say what is the position of Grimm
and Satchraider in the eyes of H.G. Wells. But
all historians recognise them as first-rate scholars

and they confirm the researches made by al-

Mas'udi, Ibn Sa rd and al-Tabari in the third

century of Hijrah.

We have so far quoted only one example,
otherwise the traditions which have been recog-

3 . Al-Mas'udl, I, 144.

4 . Prehistoric Antiquities, p. 13 ; Grimm, pp. 15, 18, 68, 69.

12
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nised by Ibn Sa'd, al-Mas‘udi, al-Tabail and

Abul-FidSL' as authentic and in which they have

placed absolute reliance have been authenticated

to a large extent by scholars of history in the

nineteenth century.

Undoubtedly many of their statements were

based on traditions, yet they received these

traditions through continuous chains of authori-

ties and recorded them with a sense of certainty.

As an example of this certainty, take the follow-

ing statement of Ibn Sa'd :

“Babylon was.the cradle of ancient civilisation. This

was the first city which Yunatan, a son of Nuh, caused

to be populated after the Deluge had ceased. Yunatan

and his brother Sam, lived together. After Babylon was

populated, Sam went to Syria and this country is named

after him .*' 5

With a similar certainty, al-Mas*udi has claim-

ed that Yabsar who was descended from Iram is

the founder of Egypt and this fact has been con-

firmed by recent researches .
6

We shall not dilate upon the subject, but we

will assert that among the historical facts hand-

ed down to us by Arab historians the greatest

5. Ibn Sa'd, I, 18.

6. Al-Ma9‘udi, II, 142.

13
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fact is the historicity of Noah and the Deluge
attributed to him.

If this historical fact was a mere fable and
speculation, why did this speculation recur in

the oft-repeated traditions of the ancient sacred

books of India and why did a scholar of the

standing of Weber make the claim that Manu,
the first ancestor of the Aryans, resembled Noah
because in Keith Patha Brahman a, which is a com-
mentary on Rigveda, a story has been related
that Manu was informed by a fish that a danger-
ous flood was imminent for which be should
prepare a baat and sit in it at the time of the
flood ?

* The flood came heaving like a large serpent. Every-
thing turned upside down. Manu made haste to si* in his
boat. The flood was so strong that it touched every height
and the boat of Manu climbed the highest peak of the
Himalayas. 7

The story related by the learned A. Weber
from Keith Patka Brahmana recurs in Arab his-
tory with great continuity. The only difference
is that in the story taken from Keith Patha
Brahmana the central figure is that of Manu and
in Arab traditions this place is occupied by Noah*

7. A. Weber, Stuiies, I, 161. Retranslated from Urd*

14
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This is not the proper occasion, otherwise we

would have raised the question whether or not

these two persons were the same. According to

Arab traditions, when the flood took a dangerous

turn, Noah's boat stopped at a hill, JudI, and

when the flood subsided, after taking rest for

some time, Noah departed towards Babylon.

Nearly the same story is told in Jewish,
Turkish, Kurdish and Persian fables and we
think that when a story is related by so many
sources with such continuity, it transcends the
limits of mere speculation.

Even otherwise if the history of mankind
some two to four hundred years ago is treated
as a mass of conjectures, the whole edifice of the
science of history wiil fall to the ground which
Arab historians had done to elevate so much. In
the period of Muslim ascendancy some of them
li^e al-Maqdisi, Iba Jubair, al-Istakhrawi, al-
Idilsi, Ibn Qutaibah, Ibn Battutah, al-Mas'udi,
al-barS, id, Ibn al-Faqlh, al-Birun!, al-Maqrlz!
and al-Yaqut Hamawl had turned history into a
science.

15
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Arab Historians on Greek
Philosophers

Ibn al-Nadlm, the author of Al-Fihrist, has

claimed that it was Caliph Ma'munal-Rashld and
the Arab historians and Arab scholars of his age
who purchased at the price of gold the lost sciences

of the Greeks which lay buried in the cells of the

Christian churches. This claim is absolutely true.

Ma’mun al-Rashldsent many ships laden with gold
to the coasts of Greece and Italy. The agents of
Ma’mun caused the bishops of Rome and Greece
to put in one scale of the balance the moth-
eaten scientific and intellectual treasures and
in the other scale they put gold. Thus they
brought these intellectual treasures from Greece

and Rome to Baghdad and got them edited and

translated into Arabic. Those who edited them

and translated them into Arabic were given 80

guineas per head monthly. 1

1. Ibn al-Nadim Al-Fihrist, old manuicript, pp. 16-41 •

16
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This means that in the third century of

Hijrah, Muslim scholars and historians were in a
position to cast into the mould of histcry not

only their own sciences, their historical lumi-

naries, and the main featuref of their collective

economic and political life, but also the findings

of Greek and Roman philosophers, their scientific

researches and important events regarding the

life-history of their eminent men.

Perhaps this may be a news to H.G. Wells and

otherBritish and American historians, but the fact

is that the researches of Arab historians extended

to five hundred years before Christ. They had plac-

ed on record the ideas of Socrates, Plato and

Galen and introduced them to the Arab world.

Whether the Western scholars and thinkers

admit it or not, it is undeniable that it was Caliph

Ma'mun and the scholars of his age who intro-

duced Greek philosophers to the whole world

along with Greek science and philosophy.We shall

not here speak about the fact that, for one thou-

sand years, Greek philosophers were the subject ot

discussion in the assemblies of Muslim scholars.

Undoubtedly it can be said that Greek philo-

sophers were not treated by Muslim scholars in

the same way as they treated their own great

17
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personalities, but this was quite natural, and this

is something which is not peculiar to Muslim

historians. The British, American and other

Western historians of the modern period have

done the same thing. We do not know of any West-

ern historians except a few German and French

historians and one or two British historians who

have paid attention to personalities other than

those who belong to their own nation.

Nevertheless, it is a solid fact that the writ-

ings of Arab historians are of a very high standard

and they may be considered as authorities in

their own field because the facts recorded in them

fulfil ail the requirements of authenticity.

Perhaps the British and American historians

do not know that in writing history our historians

exercised the same caution as they did in collect-

ing the Traditions of the Holy Prophet. They
scrutinised the contents of the material they in-

corporated and they themselves identified along

with others the narrators through whom this ma-

terial reached them. Thus they brought historio-

graphy closer to the science of Traditions. It is

true that those who scrutinised Hadlth (
Traditions

of the Prophet) were more careful, because the

subject of Hadlth was the person ; of the Holy

18
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Prophet who was far above ordinary personali-

ties, and the traditionists did not like to transmit

the words and deeds of the Holy Prophet to the

coming generations without exercising the utmost

care.

On the basis of the caution exercised by these

traditionists we can say that as far as the histo-

rical incidents relating to the time of the Prophet

are concerned, no one can hazard the opinion that

they were mere conjectures, because they come up

to all modern scientific standards. Therefore, the

history of the early period of Islam, particularly

of the period relating to the Prophet and his first

four successors, rests on a solid basis and is beyond
any suspicion. The reason for this is that this

early period of Islamic history forms the subject

of our traditionists and the historians too have

written on it so copiously, supported by sucha con-

tinuous chain of authorities that the history of no

other nation has been recorded in this manner.

Ibn al-Nad!m is a biographer of the third

century of Hijrah. When he wrote his Fihrist,

compilations regarding the early period of Islam

had grown to many hundreds ,

2 and during the

2. Ibid , pp. 11*67.
•



Abbasid period a stage came when thousands of

books relating tothe early
period of Islam had been

heaped up and there was scarcely a scholar who

did not write something about this early period.

Like the Abbasid period, the Spanish period

of Muslim history is also noted for its patronage

of learning. Al-Hakam is the last caliph of the

Spanish Umayyad dynasty. His library housed

at least five hundred thousand manuscripts 3

Among these, books on the history of Traditions

numbered : fifty thousand; After al-Hakam,

innumerable books on history were written. Of

these we shall not speak here.

We have mentioned this only to impress upon

|

the British and American historians that the his-

tory of fourteen hundred year of Islam is not based

on mere conjectures but on solid facts. It is also

a matter worth consideration that there is no

dearth of writers on the history of monarchical

dynasties which arose after the Caliphate. Umay-
yads’ was the first monarchical dynasty which

was established after the reign of the first four

rightly-guided Caliphs. The histories written dur-

ing this period come up to all standards of histo-

rical research, particularly Ibn ‘Asakir’s "History

3. Maqrl, Nafh al-Tib

,

I, 51. also II. »2.
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of Damascus/' of which the first four volumes

have been published and the remaining sixteen

volumes are preserved carefully in the Maktabat

ul-Zclhirlyyah of Damascus, is a record of the

history of the Umayyads which will pass thou-

sands of tests of historical research.

Ibn Qutaibah, Ibn Jubair, Ibn al-Faqih, al-

Maqrlzi, al-Maqdisi, al-Suyuti, Ibn al-Jauzi, Ibn

'Abd al-Hakam, al-Mas‘udi, al-Tabari and al-

DlQawari have also paid careful attention to

this period in their historical writings and even

our famous historians al-Tabari, Ibn Athir, Ibn

Khaldun and Ibn Kathir, while throwing a flood

of light on the Muslim kingdoms of the time,

have dealt with the Umayyads in great detail.

Ibn Khallik&n and Abul-Faraj al-Isfah&ni, in

his Kitab al-Aghdni t
h&ve also given much promi-

nence to eminent personalities ofthe Umayyad-

period.

Al-Tabari was a historian of the fourth cen-

tury of Hijrah. He limited himself to his period.

But he made compensation for this in his book

al-Hullat al-Tabari

.

And then the authentic his-

tories of/Abbasids, Buwaihids,Zangids, Ayyubids,

Saljuqs, Ottomans, Ghurids, Ghaznavids,

Mughuls, Safavids, Fatimids, Ism&'ills, Qarma-
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tians, even of the Slave dynasty and the family 0 f

Ahmad Shiah Abdciil form a precious non-conjgQ.

tural record.



Standard of Aryan History

We would even insist that the history of the

Aryan nations who spread from Babylon to

Pamirs or from HuDgry to the utmost confines

of the world is not a history based on mere con-

jectures. And this is not the product of our own

mind. Scholars of history and language like Max

Muller, A. Weber, Satchraider, Zimmer, Robed,

Sale, Raguzin, Speigle, Dapron, Herder, Harian,

Grimm, Bashim, Rawlson, Sydney Smith, Gor-

don Child, Hunter, Woolly, Hew Kennedy, Hol-

ditch, and Baden-Powell all believed that Aryan

history is authentic.

We shall beg pardon of those nineteenth-

century researchers who, on the discovery of some

human skulls and other limbs, trace existence of

man hundreds of thousands of years ago. But ma-

jority of the scholars whom we have named above

trace human life only twenty thousand years

back and the stones and bricks so far discovered

which throw light on human civilisation do not

23
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carry us back any further*

H.G. Wells himself has made this claim with

great confidence in his Outline of History

According to H.G. Wells, the true age of man
is eight thousand years .

2 According to the Camb-

ridge History of India and MeKnud I ay, the know-

ledge of these eight thousand years, so far as it

relates to the coming of the Aryans in India, has

!
been transmitted to us through the sacred books

of the Aryans, Rigveda, Yajurveda, Atharveda,

and the commentaries on Brahma, Upanishads,
Satra, Mahabarata and Ramayana besides Jataka
tales and Pali traditions which form the basis of

the researches of the linguistSi

Certainly linguists have voiced the complaint
that in these books there is no mention of foreign
invaders of India like Darius I, Alexander and
Seleucus. In spite of this, these books give a good
account of some Aryan monarchies, their begin-
ning and decline.

One of the contributors to the Cambridge
History of India

, Dr Professor Robson, who is

1. H.G. Wells. Outline of History (Cassell ACo .
London, Sth

ed ), p.I58.

2
. Ibid.
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the most eminent scholar in his own field, has
claimed with great confidence that the science of

history begins with religious information and
historical tales contained in the above-mentioned
sacred books of the Aryans.

Moreover, the linguists and historians whose
names we have mentioned above regard as basi-

cally authentic the Jainese and Buddhist tradi-

tions in connection with the history of pre-

Buddhist India. They have also relied upon those

foreign historical sources which have been record-

ed by Greek travellers coming to India between

484 and 431 b.c. AmoDg these Skylax and
Herodotus occupy prominent places.

The famous scholar McKrindlay treats

Herodotus as the father of history. This learned

Greek traveller has recorded the historical ac-

count of Pakistan, Central India, Scythia and

Abyssinia. The third Greek traveller Keetes also

came to this subcontinent. He belonged to the

period of 398 b c. He has given us descriptions

about the reigns of Persian kings because he was

associated with their courts.

In 325 b.c. Alexander of Macedonia came

here. With him there were a number of Greek

historians. They undertook great labour in writ-
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V f„rv of all these areas One reason for

ing the his
. a personal aptitude for

•"!> the other reason was that Al«.

r„der

V

ha<i ordered them to write a complete

history of this land. 3

Mckbndlay gives more importance to the

writings of Megasthenese among these historians.

This historian lived for a long time in West

Pakistan and observed the conditions of this part

of the country. The writings of Megasthenese

were first published in Indian Antiquaries. Then

they were published personally by McKrindlay

with great care.

In 240 b.c. another Greek traveller, Eratos-

thenese also wrote on this subject. He was basi-

cally a geographer but he considered it necessary
. to write history along with geography. According
f to McKrindlay, his statements are authoritative
because he has drawn upon the diaries of his

predecessors, Megasthenese and Stheme.
In this connection, Greek historians Dido-

ros (100 b.c
) , Plutarch, Strabo, Corios, Arian aod

Justinus have also handed down much informa-
3 McKrindlay, Ancient lnil

tory of India
, p. 7 .

a
* P. 1 ; also Paomkar, Early His~

4. McKrindlay, tr.

PP- 9 to 17.

of Tomy. p. lg> Ancien t Indiai p. 130. and
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tion to the coming generations about these areas

and have given a prominent place in their diaries

to the conditions and events in this country. The

books of Strabo and Arian have been published

I and they give us an idea of the phases through

which the history of these areas was passing.

|

Professor Robson claims that the deficiencies

! found in the historical documents of this period

were more than made up by the above-mentioned

diaries .

5

The famoushistorian Vincent Smith has made

it clear that if we compare the contemporary

Indian writings with those of the Greek historians

who came before, alongwith and after Alexander

theGreat,the latter certainly gain more in import-

ance and worth .

6

Professor Robson has also mentioned some

of the Western historians who came to India after

the death of Alexander during the period of

|

Chandra Gupta and his successors. Robson also

says that some Indian historians in this period

wrote about some Persian and Greek kings and

recorded the events of their own time as well as

of the past period .
7

5. Cambridge History of India

,

I* 59-60.

6. Pannikar, op. cit., p 8.

7 . Cambridge History of India , I, 60.
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Smith regards as authoritative both
bharata and Ramayana and gives oh0 s

**aha'

portance to Raj Tarangini .

s°me im~

According to the author of Buddhist
(

the writings of the Jainese authors and thejatak’
'

tales of the Buddhists also furnish reliable infop

1

mation because they describe some of the events
of thesixth and fifth centuries b.c.

We shall not, to begin with, blame the British
historians. Perhaps they did not know that a

great linguist Hermann Jacob has published

five volumes of the Sacred Books of India . In this

book he has incorporated extracts from all the

books written on Ancient History. According to

some historians, even the Pali diaries of Ceylon

contain valuable historical material. They con-

tain much information about Chandra Gupta

and his successors .
8

Professor Smith thinks that, in relation to the

history of India, the five Puranas, Vaeo, Mitsa-

ya, Vishnu, Brahmad and Bhagvata are very im-

portant. He states that these Puranas also con

tain the names of Aryan monarchical dynasties

and their genealogies 9 Again, the diaries of those

8. Paonikai, op, cit., pp. 9-10.

9. Ibid
, pp. 12-13.
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Chinese travellers are also very valuable who
* visited India and Pakistan from time to time
between the first century b.c. and sixth century
a.c Of these the first Chinese traveller who came
here one hundred years before Christ was Soma-
chian. The second famous Chinese traveller is

Fa-hien who came here in 399 A.c. His travels

have become very popular and have been pub-
lished four times. The last Chinese traveller was
Hieun Tsang who came here in 629 A.c. His book
has been recognised as an authority on the history

of Pakistan and India. 10

The greatest name that occurs in this connec-

tion is that of the famous Muslim historian, al-

Birunl, who has earned rich tributes from his-

torians. This great Muslim historian was attached

to the Court of Mahmud of Ghaznah. He came

here with Mahmud and after living here for many

years wrote an immortal book, Kitdb al-Hind, on

the cultural and religious life of this country. The

Western scholars attach great importance to this

book in relation to the conditions prevailing in

India. The real fact is that Kitdb al-Hind was

not only the best book o f its own period but

is also the best even for the modern period. Its

10. Ibid.
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style and method of treatment come
modern standards of historiography.

Uf> to
ttle

H.G Wells was a great scholar and tb e ,

of scholars represented by him also con**
learned men.Yet it appears that when they cS°

f

ed that the history of man two to three bundma
years ago was based on uncertain and conjectural
records, they should have at least kept before
them this book by al-Bjruoi. It has been publish-
ed several times in the West and it has beentrans-
la.ted into many European languages.

Everyone knows that Mahmud of Ghaznah
belonged to the eleventh century a c. About nine

hundred years ago he made his extensive con-

quests. In his reign not only al-Blruni but also

many other authors wrote books of a high stand-

ard. Among these Anwar! and Firdausi are the

most notable.
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Linguistic Evidence
and the Vedas

1 his doss not end the matter. All the linguistic
research done by linguists like Max Muller, Profes-
sor Bashim, Ipson, Satchraider, Weber, Grimm,
Zimmer, 01denberg,Jacquin,Gos Woold.Theobot,
Macdonnel, T. Brow.and Rawlson relies on those
very books which have beendeclared to be merely
conjectural.

For example, Rigveda is the first source for the
researches of the linguists and, according to some
Indian scholars, Rigveda was written six thousand
years before Christ.

If this claim of the Indian scholars is rejected,

even then, as Professor Bashim say s in his famous
work. Wonder That Was India, the last hymns of

Rigveda testify to the fact that this book had been

written long before the birth of Buddha. 1

Professor Bal Ganga Dhara Tilak claims that

Rigveda was written between 450J and 2000 b.c .
2

1 Bashim, Wonder That Was India
, p. 31.

2. Tilak, Prehistoric India t pp, 224-323.
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Professor Jacobi, Macdonnel, Theobot and

Oldenberg are more careful. They think that Rig.

veda was written 2000 years before Christ.*

Professor Max Muller and Mr. M acdonnel
, after

comparing Zend Avesta and Rigveda, date Rig.

veda 1500 b.c. These tw o scholars are ol opinion

that the hymns of Zend Avesta and Rigveda so

closely resemble each other from the linguistic

point view that the hymns from one language

can be easily rendered into another and even the

poetic harmonies willremain unaffected.

T. Brow, Who was a great expert of Sanskrit,

,
fixes the age of Rigveda 1200 years before Christ."

[ Dr. Winternitz is the learned linguist who datts

the last period of the compilation of Rigveda

as 800 b c .

3

Professor Bashim, a famous scholar of San*

skrit, thinks that Rigveda was written between

2000 and 1500 years before Christ. He also hazards

the opinion that this book was written at a time

when the Aryans had not fully7 conquered the

North-West of India 0

3. Ibid.

4
*

J‘
Br°Wf Sanskrit Literature, p. 12; Pre-Buddhist

P * °f th* H°y* 1 Asiatic Society 11917), p. 135.
3 ’» op. cit., p. 227. 6 Basliim, op. cit., P*
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In any case, if in the opinion of Max Mailer

Qd
Rigveda was written some twelve hundred years

lg " before Christ, then we arrive at the logical con-

clusion that the book on which the linguist* rely

,er
i for the cultural history of the Aryans dates

*6“ to twelve hundred years before Christ and the

on
,
traditional knowledge of the history of mankind

so also extends back to twelve hundred years before

tic Christ.

ige

;he

rit,

St.
4

*

!

itts • • y'M

eda
|

an-

een

irds

ime “

the
|

India » ;

o

,

28 33



6

Rigveda, the Punjab and the

Culture of Punjabi Colonists

It is not a digression that Max Muller,

Weber, Muir, Hopkins, Bitchel and Gildner have

made the claim about Rigveda that this book

was written in the plains of the Punjab. I hey

have argued that when Rigveda mentions all the

rivers of the Punjab.it also mentions river Saras-

wati as a border river. In Vedic India a hymn of

Rigveda has been reproduced which says : “Saras-

wati, you are more beautiful than your seven sis-

ters, because you protect us from our enemies.” 1

It should be noted that at that time Saraswati

river flowed through Ruhtak in Ambala which

was a border town of the Punjab.

Professor Bradley Keith, who was Professor

of Sanskrit in Edinburgh University, has made

the claim that among the rivers repeatedly men-

tioned in Rigveda the river Kabul (Kubah),

river Swat (Sawistu), valley of Kabul, valley cf

1. Vedic India, 11,192.
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Swat, river Kurram, valley of Goroal and river

Sindbu are very conspicuous, which shows that

Rigveda was well acquainted with these rivers.

The strangest thing is that Rigveda had seen

the spectacle of those rivers which flowed into

the Sind river in the lower part of the Sind pro-

vince and had named this confluence of rivers as

the Sindbu Sea 2

Rigveda has mentioned every one of the five

rivers of the Punjab, Jhelum, it calls “Vatista,”

Chenab “Skini,” Ravi ‘TrcLvati,” Bias, it calls

“Dlpak” and Sutlej “Kindi! Satcirdo/' and it has

given a full description of these rivers .
3

An idea of the historical value of Rigveda

can be formed by the fact that it has given full

details of the battles fought between ten kiDgs

on the banks of the river Ravi. These details

throw a flood of light on the mutual conflicts of

the Aryans.

According to the learned scholar, Lederg,

Rigveda did not merely throw light on the mutual

conflict of ten kings, it also mentions the battle

fought at Harappa, which was the greatest cul-

tural centre of the Punjab, between the Aryans

2. Ibid.

3. Cambridge History of India, I, 79.
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and the Sumerians or Dravidians settled in the
Punjab. It takes pride in the fact that the Aryans
defeated the people of Harappa and advanced to
the sea. As we have said earlier, "sea'* in the
Aryan terminology meant Panj Nad.

Besides these rivers, Rigveda is very appre-

ciative of those mountains which its authors had

seen. There in a famous hymn of Rigveda in

which the poet, describing the features of these

|
mountains, says that rivers flow from them and

j
there are great many trees there. The writers

of Rigveda also knew that valuable minerals lie

l hidden in these mountains .
4

[ The poets of Rigveda have also praised the

mountain from which Chenab or Skin! flows.

From this the scholars of history have derived

the cooclusioD that the Aryans had reached the

source of the river Chenab and enjoyed the

natural scenes they witnessed there.

The poets of Rigveda have also praised Saja-

want which was a hillock in southern Kashmir.
Here the herb known as Soma was grown and
the poets distilled wine from it.

Rigveda also mentions the Himalayas. The

poets of Rigveda had reached the snow-clad cliffs

4. Vedie India

,

II, 21.
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of this mountain. They eD joyed its forests, rivers,

brocks and the whole atmosphere surrounding

it. They had also experienced the thunder, light-

ning and torrential rains of these areas. In their

poetry they dwell oa these phenomena.

The famous Hincu scholar, Rangacharya,

says with great confidence that the mention of

rivers and mountains in Rigveda leads to the

conclusion that during the period when Rigveda

was written, the Aryans had occupied the Punjab,

Kashmir and north-western districts.

How can we convince H.G. Wells and scholars

of his ilk that Rigveda furnishes ample material

about the history of our land, Pakistan, and the

cultural and religious traditions as well as the

religious beliefs of the Aryans who had settled

here.

The learned Hew Kennedy, drawing on the

authority of Rigveda, says that, according to

Rigveda, the Aryans of this period believed in a

simple religion of superstitions. They worshipped
all those powers which influenced their life, for

example, the sun, the sky, the morning light,

the storms and the lightning which broke through
the clouds .

3

5, Land oj Five Fivers, p. 32 f
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Professor Bradley Keith has gone into some
details. He says that the Aryans of Rigveda

period had turned the natural elements into idols.

Among the idols set up by them, Dios, Prithvi

and Varuna belonged to the earlier period. Varuna
was the more sacred of the idols, and Rigveda
sings its praises at many places .

6

Like Varuna, Indira was also regarded as

sacred. He caused the rain to fall, storms to blow
and could be seen shiniDg in the clouds. Rigveda
contains one thousand ancient hymns. Of these
five hundred sing the praises of Indira and A»ni
Dev .

7

In recounting the names of some important
gods mentioned in Rigveda, Professor C. Mehnan
Raja has attached great importance to Aswain,
Sutri, Sirya, Varuna, Ashas, Pishan, Marutas,
Roda, Soma, Vishnu, and Waswaidbose .

8 Not
only this, Rigveda also throws light on the
shapes of the gods. Conceptions of Hell and
Paradise are also traceable in Rigveda. Rigveda
also believes that the soul of man survives bis

death.

6. Cambridge History of India

,

I, 103.
7. Cultural Heritage of India

, p. 24,
8. Cultural History of India, pp. 24-25; Journal of the

Asiatic Society (1907) ; Taylor, Primitive Culture, Vol. II.
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The Aryans of the Rigveda period also claim

that some of their gods exist in couples. Some of

them are gods and some goddesses. The Aryans

also believed that if sacrifices are offered to the

gods, they will show favour to the devotees. Rig-

! veda gives full details of these sacrifices.

Mr Taylor in his book, Primitive Culture
, has

also mentioned Suttee whiie giving a description

of the customs of the Rigveda Aryans. He has

quoted many hymns from Rigveda which show
that when some big man died, his servants.

i

L

»

wives and other relations also killed themselves
in order to join him in his travels. This has been

attested by Herodotus also in his “Diary”.

Professor Bradley Keith is regarded as a

great scholar of Sanskrit and Rigveda. He is of

opinion that Rigveda is also the greatest source

for the political life of its period, because the

colonists of the Rigveda peiiod have not left

behind them any cultural remains which could

throw light on their alliances, hostilities and

political activity. Professor Bradley Keith also

says that in this respect Rigveda is the only

source which every student of ancient history is

obliged to make use of .
9

a
9 . Cxm'iriJgf Histiry of Iniii, 81 .
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We have quoted above a hymn regarding

the Saraswati river from Vedic India. In this

hymn a poet has praised the Saraswati river

because it lies between the land of his own people

and that of their enemies. From this, the writer

of Vedxc India has rightly concluded that Saras-

wati was the border of the Punjab in the period

of Rigveda and, due to this river, the Aryans

of this side enjoyed protection against attacks

from the colonists on the ether side. Neither of

them could cross the river. This also shows that

in those days the people could make neither

bridges nor boats.

According to the author of Vedic India
,
the

biggest battle mentioned by Rigveda is the bat-

tle in which teD monarchies took part. Rigveda

also accounts for the causes of this battle. We
shall not go into details. We will only point out

that this testimony of Rigveda indicates that

in the areas at that time occupied by the Aryans,

there were ten monarchies. The greatest monarch
was Sudas who was the head of the Bharat tribe.

He belonged to the tribe of Tristo and one of

his former prime ministers, Vishwamitra, had

caused the tribes of Musya, Bakbat, Prakhtu,

Bholan, Plannas, Asina, Vishni, Siva, Sevi, Aja,
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Sagru and Pukhsbu or their independent kings

to take the field against him. Rigveda also shows

that five of these tribes were hill tribes. Mitsya

belonged to Chitral, Prakhtu belonged to the

north-west frontier, Bholan Nalas (Bolan) be-

longed to Quetta and its environs, Sevi belonged

to the middle region between Shorkot and Jhang,

while Vishni lived in Rawalpindi and Jhelum.

Rigveda has also recounted the names of the

kings of these tribes. They were Samyo, Tarwasa,

Dharvev, Korsha, Poru, Ado, Bheda, Sambhra,

Vakarnika and Yado. According to Rigveda,

among these Poru, Yado, Tarwasa, Ano, and

Dharvev were famous kings and men of great

valour.

Rigveda has also informed us that this battle

of ten monarchs was fought on the banks of

the river Ravi. Sudas won the battle and his

rivals were defeated. Twenty-one great princes

were killed, among them their general Bheda.

Rigveda also tells us about the number of the

slain and says that sixty-six thousand six hun-

dred and sixty people were killed. It also says that

the victor, Sudas, gained immense booty.

After this battle, the Bharat tribe became

ascendant and the whole country from Saras wati

beyond was called Bharat alter its name.
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Although this battle was decisive, the defeated

tribes retained their independence and Sudas did

not invade these regions. In fact, the Poru tribe

became very powerful in the region lying between
Saraswati and Sutlej.

Professor Bradley Keith has also claimed that

Rigveda has even enumerated the town ships of

the Poru tribes
; it has also traced the genealogy

of its rulers. It interests itself in the life-story of

the queen of one of its kings, Poru Kitsa, It has
further thrown light on the life events of one of

|his successors from his childhood to his youth and
related all the events leading to his political

success .

10

Rigveda also enumerates the tribes living

between Chenab and Ravi. These were Ano,
Tarwasa, Dharvev and Bell Haika. It also says

that the neighbour of Dharvev was Tarwasa who
was a great fighter and fought many battles

against Sudas and other kings.

Rigveda attaches great importance to the

colonists Sajavant, Mahavarash, Atrakoru

and Madra who lived between Jheium and

Chenib. According to Rigveda, these tribes

10 Vedic India
, p, 195; Cambridge History of India, I, S2.
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I extended their hold up to the valley oi Kashmir .
11

Moreover, Rigveda has given prominence to

I the tribes of Ano, Yado, Gandhara, Sevi,Kaikai,

Yerichivant and Saranjaya12 who lived between

i the rivers Sind and Jhelutn. Rigveda also men-

tions with great pride the name of a great Ring

Asinara and says ihat he was the founder of

I This great personality of Rigveda aUo

finds mention in Mcihxbhayatci and Jataka tales

which proves that the evidence of Rigveda

is authentic to a certain extent. Further proof of

this may be had in the writings of Greek diarists

who declare that Sevi was the largest state in

the Punjab and existed till the invasion of

I Alexander the Great .

13

Another testimony which establishe the

L historical importance of Rigveda is that Rig-

veda says about the Gandhara tribe that it

was settled in the region lying between the Kabul

Valley, Sind Valley and Gomal river. It has

also told us about Pakhtu tribe that it was a

branch of the Gandhara tribe. Subsequent history

i

has confirmed these facts and Pakhtu tribe has

1

11. Vedic India, p. 191.

12. Mid-Indian Kusktar Tribes, p. 159.

13. Cowell, V, 55.
A.'l
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been declared to be the Pakhtun tribe.

The tribes of Baluchistan to which Rigveda

attaches importance are Bholan and Bolnas.

Although Rigveda mentions them only briefly,

it has related all the geographical facts relating

to them and also all their characteristics.

The historical importance of Rigvtdais also

apparent from the fact that it has given us so

many details abcut, the cci.llicts between the

Aryans and the original populace of this coun-
try at the time when the Aryans entered this

country and during the period of their colonisa-
tion. According to Rigveda, most of the bat-
tles fought by the Aryans were fought against
Dasev who were the former colonists of this
country.

We shall not go into these details. We have
entered into the above discussion to show that
the theory put forward by some British and
American writers that the history of mankind
- me wo o our hundred years ago was a mass
of conjectures is completely untenable. All tbisis

hv
™®re peculation. If it were, the facts stated

y vigveda which was written some twelve
years before Christ would have been

u°
UQ *rue by recent researches,

u ils as not happened. Again, hundreds of
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scholars of history and famous research scholars

have based their researches on Rigveda and

compiled a connected history of the Aryan*

in India which cannot be belied* If an attempt

is made to belie it, it would undo the researches

of about a hundred years and consign to oblivion

hundreds of historical works of a high order.
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Other Sources of Ancient
Indian History

Rigveda is after all a book which reflects
—

only a specific period of the past history of Pakis-
tan. Professor Bradley Keith and ProfessorJacobi
and other scholars of history of their calibre

are of opinion that Yajurveda, Atharveda, their

commentaries and even Jataka tales are pro*

ductive of useful results from the historical and

cultural viewpoint and, with their help, they and

other historians have compiled a connected bis

tory of the political and social life of the Aryans

and other Indian nations in the period following

the writing of Rigveda.

These scholars are of opinion that, according

to the testimony of the above-mentioned books,

the tide of Aryan emigration in this period, eight

hundred years before Christ, reached the river

Saraswati and their politics did not remain con-

fined to the land of five rivers.

While discussing changes in the geographic
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cal limits of the regions peopled by the Aryans,

Professor Bradley Keith has also furnished from
the above-mentioned books testimonies showing

that the Bharat tribe which was the hero of the

third and lourth books of Rigveda had now
lost its political importance and its place had
been taken by the Koru tribe. The PanchaJs

living in its neighbourhood had acquired great

importance and these two tribes, in spite of

being newcomers, had become very powerful*

These books also show that the vanguards

of the Koru tribes had reached the rivers Saras-

wasti and Jamuna, but the rest of the tribe lived

in the marshes of the Himalayas and the plains

of the Kashmir valley. They also ruled the banks

of the rivers Sind and Chenab. One of the com-

mentaries of the above-mentioned books, Keith

Path Brahmana, also tells us that the Panchal

tribe consisted of five clans .

1

These books throw light on the invasions and

conquests of Korus and Panchals. They even

show that when the K)ru tribe entered lmiia,

it moved towards Chitral and Gilgit.~ Bvo Lni^

1. Cambridge History of India, I, 118; also Panmkar, Early

History of India, p. 17.

2. C ambridge History of India

,

I, 118.
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of this tribe, Parkisht and Janatni Jay a, made

maD y conquests and attained a high position.*

These books shower praises on some Panchal

kings like Karivasooa, Satrashaand Varmakha.

About the last king, it has been said that his

kingdom extended on one side to the banks of

the Jamuna and, on the other, to Sibi .
4

Jataka tales also form an important link in

this connection and they furnish an element of

continuity in the history of this period .

3 The

Jataka tales also reveal that when the Koius and

Panchals were great political powers, the Gan-
dhara State was also at the peak of its power, and
its kings were either Nagas or Assurs, who were
great rivals of the above-mentioned Aryan tribes,

and their capital was Taxila .
6

Jataka tales also tell us that the kiDgs in

this period had surrounded themselves with great
spiendour. They were not democratic rulers They
ived in big palaces and led a life of great luxury .

7

anl^
l,er

/
h
n

Study of many Jataka tales, the
°r of Buddhist India has formed the

4 r[
hUry“ ,niia P- 38-

of A„cienl hld ,a . p248-

7. Ibid., p. 13J.
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opinion that the kings of this period were very

tyrannical and during their reigns the people

revolted on many occasions .

8

After studying two Puranas, Taitriya Brah-

mana and Sathpath, Professor Bradley Keith has

given us details about the powers of the royal

families, their dependants and ministers as well

as the administration of the government.

Baden-Powell and Hew Kennedy have, with

the help of these books, thrown light in their

compilations on the political, social and economic

life of the Aryan colonists and their predeces-

sors .

9

A.B. Howell claims that the people living in

the period of Mahabharata did not regard as sacred

either the kings or their families and they some-

times deposed the kings as well as their minis-

ters .
10

This is not the occasion to go into details.

Briefly, it can be said that, with the help of

Rigveda, Yajurveda, their commentaries, and

Jataka tales, the history of the Aryans since

their entry into India till their settlement in the

8. Ibid ; also Cambridge History of India.

9. Baden-Powell, Land of Five Rivers, pp. 7, 9, 72, 221.

10. A.B. Howell, Aryan Rule in India, pp. 24-25.
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region lying between the Ganges and the Jamuna
has been compiled and standard books have been

written on this subject by a number of scholars

and these books form a valuable record of his-

tory.

In this connection it is also worth considera-

tion that the information received about Jainism
and Buddhism by the subsequent generation

relies to some extent on the evidence furnished
by the language of the stones. The monasteries
built of stone reflect the teachings and history
of these religions, but most of the information
about these religions is derived from Jain and
Buddhist traditions.

You have every right to reject traditions
based on superstition. But you will have to pay
respectful attention to those traditions which are
of purely historical importance, otherwise the
personalities of both Mahatma Mahavira and
Gautama Buddha will remain shrouded in ob-
scurity.

ba a matter of satisfaction

rlT ?
TS ,ike Weber

« Laisbon. H.H. Wilson,
roo

, I rincep Stevenson, E. Thomas, Carl

delved

6

into

^ Horn,ey Hastings who have

Jainese and Buddhist history were
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scholars of great eminence ,and their researches

are mainly based on Jainese and Buddhist tradi-

tions.

These traditions are surely full of exaggera-

tion and truth has to be sifted out of them. But

cut of the ashes of these stories, one can find

sparks of factual truth.
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The Importance of History,

According to the Qur’an

Knowledge is the most valuable ornament of

mankind. Our Holy Prophet says that wherever

you find truth, you should not hesitate to accept

it. History of whatever nation, whatever country

and whatever community, whether friendly or

hostile, furnishes many lessons to our younger
generation.

It is history which informs us about the
causes which lead to the rise and fall of nations

and the mistakes committed by them. It is only

history which furnishes us reports about the paths

trodden by past nations, the way in which they
passed their lives, the disasters faced by them
and the heights to which they rose.

Which book is greater than the Qur'an in im-
parting wisdom and enlightenment and in guid-

ing men to the right path. If you turn the page*
ot this book, you will find it repeating the stories

misguided nation in the past, the history
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of tyrants, like Pharaohs and Hamans, and that

of the ‘Ad and the ThamQd, of the people of

Sbu'aib and Midian, of Lot's nation and of the

Israelites, so that the nation and community

which accepts Muhammad as its Prophet may

learn from the mistakes of the earlier nations

and take the path which is straight.

It is our firm belief that the sciences existing

in the world are not related to everyone except

in a limited way. There is no science which re-

lates to all the people equally, whether they are

readers, teachers or students, whether attending

seminaries of learning or outside these semi-

naries. There is only one science, the science of

history, which concerns everyone in some way.

There are very few people who create history,

most of the people are products of history. Some

are creatures of history and some want to turn

the tide of history according to their own way of

thinking. Otherwise everyone flows with the tide

of history.

But apart from these debates about the con-

cept and philosophy of history which come with-

1D the purview of scholars and apart from those

concepts which give a mateiialistic interpreta-

tion of history, what we have understood from a
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study of Islam and as ordinary student of the

Holy Qur’an is that history does not create itself,

neither is it a blind and deaf power ; it is rather

a Divine process.

What are the causes which lead to the rise

and fall of nations ? This is a long debate. But

we think that four factors lie at the base of the

rise of nations and cultures. A study of history

leads to this conclusion and these factors are also

traceable in the Holy Qur’an.

The first factor is that whatever nation reach-

es the height of progress and leaves its imprints

on the sands of time, it is necessary for it to be

devotedly attached to its ideal. It must have a

specific purpose in life. It must be full of deter-

mination and it must have firm convictions. It

must be full of the spirit of sacrifice. The natural

consequence of this conviction, purposiveness
and faith is action.

If a nation claims that it has faith, but if its

faith does not manifest itself in action, then its

faith lacks firmness and its conviction is marked
by weakness. Similarly, its ideal is not deeply

rooted, lhat is why it does not mauifest itself * 11

action. It is impossible that one should believ«

in an ideal and yet one’s actions do not corfeS
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*

• to *he id*al- If thi foundation, that i? the

^
1 r th*re it muft give rise to the superstruc-

'V'* *

tbat i* action. Otherwi-e the whole thing

[^orues meaningless. Faith and conviction neces-

ariiv lead to action.

Xhe third factor involved in the life of the

nations which touches the height of greatness is

that they propagate the truths which result from

their faith aDd action. They educate the mciw-

t who compose their nation They equip them

with knowledge and action. They fill their hearts

v,.j‘h enthusiasm and teach them to practise their

ideal-.. They brave all the troubles and djificui-

*{(.. v/hich lie in the path of this educative procesa

they never stray from the right path

'fhe above factors enumerated by us have

also been mentioned in the Holy Qur an. In

fact, what we say is based cn the Qur’anic theory

of history. You will remember the famous

chapter of the Qur'an, al-'A$', “The Time”. God

kwcars by time meaning that time is a wit-

ness. Arid what is time but history. W hat the

Qur'an means is that history is a witness. I his is

supported by the fact that God cannot swear

by anything which is not sacred. You may also

recall the hadith (tradition) in which the Holy
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Prophet said : "I)o not revile time," because God
says: "I am the time," "I am history." There
is, therefore, no such thing as the revolution of

day and night, as it is said in poetic language.

In poetry this is an abusive term which means
that the revolution of day and night is the source

of all evils and calamities. But the fact is that

the revolution of the day and night is the work
of God. It is subject to His will and reflects His

grand design.

After swearing by Time, God has stressed

.he great truth

that man is in total loss except such as believe
and do good works and exhort one another to
endurance.

Unfortunately, we have a wrong notion of

endurance. The current understanding of endur-
ance is that of helplessness and weakness. If a
person is ciuelly treated and he is not able to do
anything, he says he has exercised endurance. If
a blind man says: "I will not see," it is clear
that he cannot see anything. It is not endurance
that man suffers passively for lack of power. In
the Qur anic sense endurance means resistance,
firmness, determination and the will to suffer all
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the troubles that one has to face in living up to

one's ideal. In other words, endurance means

not to abandon the straight path in spite of all

difficulties. All these things are included in the

meaning of endurance.

In reality, endurance is a quality which pre-

vents man from straying from his path in spite of

thousands of difficulties, troubles and adversities

and which keeps him firm in his convictions and

ideals. This is the lesson of history that in

history only those nations rose to greatness

which cultivated the qualities of patience, self-

control and determination and whose activi-

ties and achievements left an indelible mark on

human society. The Qur’an has said the same

thing : '‘Whatever benefits man stays on the

earth.*'

This is the principle of human greatness that

thosenations whichdo beneficial workdorhuman-

ity rise to the top and their existence endures,

but when they do works which harm the inter-

ests of mankind, they fall a prey to decline and

degeneration. This decline starts with the

prosperous section of the people who are

rich and wealthy, who control the sources of

wealth. Their deterioration leads to an all round

57



S7t;DY OF HISTORY

decline.

This is not our personal view. It i 3 the
Qur’anic view of history which says that when
moral standards of the influential section of
people deteriorate, when they become disobe-
dient to God and onmit all kind; or sins,when
they trespass the limits laid down by God and
fUgraotly violate the principles of Nature, the
entire people fall into ruin.

The Holy Qur'an has repeatedly said that
the decline of a nation is caused by its excesses
and tyrannies. You must have come across the
tradition of the Holy Prophet which says that the
kingdom of disbelievers may last but not the
kingdom of tyrants. An oppressive regime can
bring no blessings to humanity and it is the
habit of God that He always causes such a regime
to fall. if cruelty and oppression become the
order of the day in some society, it exploitation
becomes its normal practice, if there is social in-

equality ia the society, if the wealthy and the
influential take undue advantage of the weakness
0i

sections, if the higher classes dis-

regard the interests and rights of the lower class-
if the poor and the weak remain deprived of

e ba^c necessaries of life, then the society fall3

58



importance of history, according to qur’an

into disintegration and is totally ruined. Such a

nation can never achieve greatness and is bound

to fall into decline and extinction.

It is not we who are saying this. This is the

dictum of the Holy Qur’an that if oppression and

tyranny take root in a society, it is ruined.

[“Nor are We going to d sstroy a popalation except

when its members practise inequity (tyranny) (xxviii.

59 .)]
,

.

It is not necessary that all the people in a

society should practise tyranny. It is not neces-

sary that the whole society should be a society

of oppressors. It there is a small section of oppres-

sors but no one protests against their doings, if

no movement is launched against oppvessois and

people suffer this situation calmly, ruiu and des-

truction overtake the society. Then both the

virtuous and the evil-doers meet the same fate.

Those who have committed crimes are equally

punished with those who have been passive spec-

tators of the situation.

I here is another verse of the Holy Qur 5,n

which says :

-
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["And fear tumult or oppression, which affecteth not

in particular (only) those of you who do wrong (are

tyrannical)" (viii. 25)].

This means that when tyranny stalks the land

in such a way that there is no movement against

it, there is no urge to change the existing con-

ditions and there is no organisation to face the

challenge, such a society always falls a prey

to decline and it can never rise to the height
of progress.

When such a nation, because of its material
resources, occupies some part of the earth, it

loses its hold in a short period of time, because
it lacks those qualities which are beneficial to
mankind. Then history raises another nation in
its place after destroying it. The Holy Qur'an
says that if God did not do so, the earth would
become full of disorder to prevent whicb He
brings another nation to the fore.

The words of the Holy Qur’an are :

[ did not Allah check one set of neopie by

S? the would indeed be full of mis-

hat is why we have claimed in the fore*
going pages that Islam does not regard history
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as a blind power. On the other hand, according

to Islam, history proceeds in accordance with

fixed principles and is subject to the Divine Will.

If it sometimes plays the role of Chingiz and

Halaku, that is because it punishes inefficient

people who do not develop the power to ensure

their own security and self-preservation.

All these phenomena of the rise and fall of

nations which appear in the universe have their

adequate causes. They do not exist without the

design of a designer. They are subject to the will

of a great power. We will also say that the

modern revolutions like the French Revolution,

the Russian Revolution and the Chinese Revolu-

tion are the result of a Divine process at work in

history.

This is the verdict of time, the verdict of

history, and the verdict of the Divine Will and
the divinely ordained destiny. God wills that

the existing oppressive system should come to

an end, that this order which isbased on exploita-

tion should perish and its place may be taken

by an order based on justice and equity, in which
people may secure with dignity all the necessaries

of life, aud in which there may be no exploiters.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the
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iorces of exploitation had become very powerful

and the weak creatures of God were tired of the

continuous injustices of capitalism and feudalism.

It was the inevitable verdict of history that, the

socialist movement should flourish and pull down

the bases of tyrannical capitalism and feudalism.

We will also make the claim that if any

nation works against this Divine destiny, God will

nullify its efforts. If a people tries to stop the

tide of history, if it wants to raise obstacles in

the way of the historical process, if it tries to

resist the current of times, it will be swept out

of existence and will never rise to the heights of

greatness in this world. This is the law of Nature

which no power can overcome. Of course, the

question still remains—when history reaches the

stage where the worid becomes full of justice and

equity and all exploitation comes to an end, what

will be the direction in which evolution would

further proceed ? Would all movement and evolu-

tion come to a dead end at this stage aud the

tide of history will be frozen ? Nothing of th)s

sort is going to happen. Mankind will advance

further and will travel towards the destinatio-'

which, Islam says, is the final destination 0

mankind, which takes mao to a life be} 011
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an
death. That will be a life in which h^ i

will be iulfilled along with spiritual needs “ih
*

stage and this period of history is bound to com
“

May God enable the Muslims to meet the
requirements of the times, to establish justice and
equity in their own society and to abstain from
blocking the path towards this goal. Then we shall

be able to direct and guide the evolutionary pro-

cess towards the stage from where Islam guides

us to the next world.
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The Role of History in the

Rise and Fall of Nations

The importance of history needs no clarifica-

tion. This is the master science from which all

other sciences have originated and with whose

help they take the road to further progress, keep-

ing this in mind, Iqbal, who was a great thinker

not only of Pakistan but of the whole world, has

said that just as memory is important in the life

of the individual and if memory slackens the

individual’s whole life becomes meaningless,

similarly, history is important in the life of a

nation and if a nation loses its history, its life

too becomes devoid of meaning. Therefore, the

Qur’Sn has laid great stress on the study of his-

tory and assigned great importance to history.

Those who are devoted to the study of the

Qur an must have come across in it the word
Ayah (sign) whose plural is Ayat. Generally^
it is thought that Ayat in the Qur’an means
those verses of which the Qur’an is composed

6+
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but those who are devoted to the Qur’5.n and

try to derive benefit from its study know that

the viord Ayat in the Qur'9.n has been used in

four different senses. Firstly, this word has been

used for the verses of which the chapters of the

Qar’an are composed and which means the com-

mands of God, as is evident from the verse .

^ OS Eft *4* 0^ 6 t

[“When to him are rehearsed Oar Signs, ‘Tales of the

Ancients !' he cries'* (Ixviii. 15)].

Secondly, this word has been used for miracle^

shown by the Prophets, and these miracles com

stitute a prooi that they (the Prophets) are really

the representatives of God, and their message is

free from all misstatements. As Moses was com-

manded in the verse :

r- y°<5/^ life j w

[“Go, then and thy brother, with My Signs, and slacken

not, either of you, keeping Me in remembrance” (xx. 42)].

Thirdly, this word denotes the signs which

guide a mantowrrd some destination, as has-been

said in the verse :

"Qj
•• • •• <

Y< fv * u-it . >

[“Verily, in this are Signs for every (soul that is) pati-

ently constant and grateful” (xxxiv. 19)].

65 .



STUDY OF HISTORY

And fourthly, the word has been used for

those evidences (of Divine presence) which exist

in every corner of the universe and in one s own

being, and which bear testimony to the wisdom

and power of God, His oneness and Hi^ law of

retribution. These are the Ayat which are also

called phenomena of the universe and signs of

history. These are the signs which man has been

asked to ponder over and about which man has

been told as to how he can benefit himself by

pondering over them.

"In that are Signs indeed for those who re-

flect” (xlv. 13):

?°6i:

That is those who ponder over the phenomena of

the universe and the signs of history find much
that is useful in them and in these signs and

phenomena, ihere is much in them which can

enlighten and guide them in their lives.

The fact is that all these Aydt (Signs) are

closely interconnected and whatever nation has

pondered on them and moulded its life on them
has achieved total success. But if a nation has

appropriated only one of these Aydt, it h aS
ac leved partial success in some one department
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of life, but this success is not the total success for

the attainment of which man has been created

and sent in this world. Take the Western natioDS

They pondered over one category of Ayat wi
lD

the result that they mastered many sciences and

unravelled many mysteries of the universe. This

gave them all the material comforts of life and

made them the ruling power of the world. In a

short time they achieved fame and power. But

the Western nations ignored the Ayat of history.

They did not learn any lesson from history and

they gave no thought to the causes which con-

tribute to the greatness and glory of a nation or

which lead to its dow.afall. This led to their

gradual decline as we see in the history of the

British Empire over which the sun once never set.

However, the Commuuist countries gave some

thought to the Ayat of history and tried to some

extent to learn from history with the result that

the Western nations were defeated by them in

the intellectual field and the Communist countries

began to secure a dominant position at least in

this field, although this domination is limited

only to a particular class of men and it does not
extend over the whole world, Thus we find that,

like the Western nations, the success achieved
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by the Communist nations is also partial. It dees

not possess the depth which is a precondition

for total success. Total success can be achieved

only by a nation which keeps in mind all the

aspects of the Divine Signs and moulds its life

I according to them, because it is only thus that

material life and spiritual life can be closely

interrelated and only in this way there will be
no vacuum in any part of life and a perfect col-

lective life will come into existence which is

necessary for the well-being of mankind.
In the sixth verse of the Qur’anic chapter

“al-Ma'&rij" fifty thousand years of human his-
tory have been likened to a single day. Now, if

someone says why the consequences of the virtu-
ous and evil deeds of a nation do not appear
immediately, it is his misjudgment, or if he says
why a nation is not immediately punished for its
misdeeds, it is due to his ignorance of facts. Simi-
arly, it is one s folly if one says why the virtuous
deeds of a nation are not rewarded immediately,
o give an example, if a person throws a stone

.
water, immediately the water stirs

... t
nSC waves - One who looks at it

U _

' la * the consequence of throwing the stonehas made its appearance. But if a river is in
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spate or if the ocean is flowing and someone

throws a stone, there is no such immediate con-

sequence. Of course, there will be some move-

ment in the water, but it is a difierent question

whether it is palpable. When the consequences

of the misdeeds of a nation go on accumulating, a

time comes when it is given no further respite and

is immediately disgraced and thrown from its

high pedestal. In the chapter ai-‘ Asr ( Time), God

has sworn by Time and made the following re-

marks :

[*'By the (token of) Time (through the Ages), verily

man is in loss except such as have Faith and do nghteous

deeds’
1

(ciii. 1-3)J.

The first condition is that man should have

belief. Belief means that conviction, that com-

plete self-satisfaction and that perfect profession

which comes before action. Unless a man has

absolute trust and perfect conviction he cannot

achieve success. If one is disturbed by doubts,

°he should take it that one is spiritually dead.

If is clear that this belief and this conviction

Cdn be attained only by that individual and that

Nation which has an ideal and which works for
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a de&aite objective in life. If an individual is

devoid of belief and conviction he cannot lead a

purposeful life. He is like a camel let loose which

has no destination. He does not know where he

is going and why he is moving. Faith, belief and

conviction are like a seed. When a seed is sown,

it gives rise to a tree. Similarly, if there are faith

and conviction, they bear fruit in action. It

someone is devoid of faith and conviction op

if his faith arid conviction are not based on truth,

the action to which these would lead will not

produce the desired results* If any nation, any

individual and any soul seeks success, it should

illuminate its being with faith. Then its success

will be proportional to the degree of its convic-

tion and faith.

In connection with history, it is interesting to

note that among the things by which God sweaxs
in His Book, history is one. God says : "By the

Time.*
1

The word “Time” is used both for the
past and the present* Generally people know
that every “now’' converts the future into the
present and the present into the past. Here, when
God swears by Time, it means, as clarified by

aul&Q§, Sulaim&a Nadvl in the translation of
verse, that Time together with the whole
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human history is a witness. That is, God says

that history hears testimony and whatever claim

is made bv God, history has been cited as its

proof. This shows that history is not a blind

power. No revolution can be effected in it merely

by emotional outbursts, because it is subject to

the laws of God. There is a Divine law at work

in history and this law dees not favour anyone.

Any nation, community or individual who does

not observe God’s laws will fall a prey to decline

y,
and degeneration :

Hit
i i «

[“(Such has been) the practice (approved) of Allah al-

ready in the past : no change wilt thou find in the practice

y (approved) of Allah” (xlviii. 23)].

In other words, history is the work of God,
and who can deny that there can be no contradic-

\ tion between the word of God and the work of
God ? Therefore, the verses of the Qur’an which
are the words of God can also be said to be the

| y
signs of history which is the work of God.

It is the law of God that when a nation
o serves fixed principles laid down by God, it

f rx

6

u
° ^ 6 of greatness, but when it ceases

° serve them, it falls into decline. Therefore,



those nations which range themselves against I

the forces of history can never achieve success
hor this reason it is necessary to discover those
laws, to acquire their knowledge and to pattern
one's life according to them, because thecoyn - I

stitute the soul in the body of Time and History
You can have a look at this short chapter of the
Qur'an in which God has sworn by History. This I

will show you what group of nations achieve
success, who are those men and which are those I

human groups that are seated on the throne of
success. The same chapter also tells us who the
people and human groups are which are thrown I

in the abyss of decline. As the consequences of an
j

individual’s deeds make themselves manifest, so I

do the consequences of the deeds of a nation. I

After the advent of the Holy Prophet, man's life i
has become short. Generally it is fifty or sixty
years. Sometimes the consequences of the deeds I

of an individual appear in his lifetime. But in

the life of nations, fifty or sixty years are as »

i *
a*id

, in human history, the i

ecu ions of God are not taken according to I
human measurements of time. What you regard

t e history of a thousand years is one day'5
f|

work in the reckoning of God : I
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drawing the figures. But if one accepts only the

axioms and does not draw figures according to

them, then geometry can be of no use to us in

architecture, mathematics and survey. Neither

can man derive any benefits from this science

such as it is intended to yield. Similarly, if

a nation or community possesses faith, but it

lacs? in virtue or commits misdeeds, it cannot
attain its goal. The whole of history is a witness
that the doors of success were opened only for

those nations which believed in the Divine
truth and did virtuous deeds according to this

belief.

Does this complete the work of man ? Does
this secure for him all the good things of this life

and the next ? The universal truth which is the
Qur'an say?: “No.” After these two stages, there
are further two stages. If you have courage to
fulfit the requirement* of these two sts^es well
and good. Otherwise, these two stages may be of
no use to you. The third stage, the third quality,
the third condition is that you should exhort
each other to truth. This means that the indi-
vidual should not remain satisfied if he himself
speaks the truth and practises justice and chari-
ty, but should exhort others also to do the same.
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He should convey the message of God to others.

He should be possessed of the missionary spin *

If he has illumined his own life with the tore

of faith, he should also strive to illumine the

lives of others If a nation or society lacks this

spirit, it cannot avoid loss.

Ifthe grace of God-helps man, then the last stage

comes. That is, “Exhort oach other oendurance.

This means that in the pursuit of truth

one should bravely face all the difficulties,

injuries and losses that come in one's way.

because it is in the nature oi truth that its pursuit

calls for sacrifice. Therefore, it is necessary for

success and achievement that this fourth con-

dition should be fulfilled. The individuals should

exhort one another to be firm-hearted in tread-

ing this path. Each individual should encourage

others to exercise patience and endurance under

these conditions. Patience and endurance ready

mean manliness, firmness of heart, moral couraae

and determination : in other words, to li\e up to

one’s ideal in spite of difficulties and adversities.

In Arabic all the words coming from the root

sabr (patience) have these connotations. Thus
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these four qualities are necessary for the sure.,,
cf individual and collective life and historv i.
witness to them. These four are :

'

(1) Faith and conviction.

. (2) Continuous action which is the outcome
of faith.

(3) Struggle to bring faith and conviction to
others.

(4) Perseverance in this path.
Nations which have appropriated these qualities

have risen to greatness, while those which have
abandoned them have suffered loss and decline.

Whether it is worldly life or spiritual life or both

lives, in either case this process can be traced

in the life of every nation. Therefore,it is neces-

sary for us and particularly for our educated

classes to cultivate these four qualities and to

mould their lives according to them.

Today we ate facing a critical time in the

national history of Pakistan. We are still strug-

gling to survive and to preserve the integrity °f

Pakistan. More than half of our tenitory ha*

seceded from us and we have to preserve an

reconstruct the portion of our country which

still remains. All those historical factor* are **

'vork in this effort which are important for the
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rise and decline of a nation.
.

At this juncture we should forget everything,

create one nation in Pakistan anddefeat all those

elements which are trying to disrupt the unity

of Pakistan in different garbs. If we remain negli-

gent at this juncture and ignore the ups and

downs of history, we should remember that, al-

though Nature may overlook the misdeeds of

the individual, it never forgives the misdeeds of

a nation. The individual may be forgiven for his

sins, because that is an affair between him and
his Maker, but when a nation commits misdeeds

and when a community commits blunders, it has

to stand at the bar of history and no one can
save it from the retaliatory action of history.

What is the retaliatory action of history except

the retaliation of God, because history consists

of the laws framed by God.

We have often read and heard that the will

of God dictates events. When a nation achieves

greatness or when a nation falls into decline, the
easiest way to explain it is by saying that this

is the will of God, Similarly, when individuals

attain fame and power, it is said that this was
the will of God. Also when an individual falls

from his position or into obscurity, it is said that
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this is the will of God. In fact, this is also the

import of the Qur'&nic verse :

[ He exalts whomsoever He likes and He degrades

and disgraces whomsoever He likes.’']

Here one or two matters deserve considera-

tion. Is there a separate will for every single

event of history or is there only one will which

governs each and every event in history ? Be-

cause we are monotheists and we believe only in

one God, therefore, we believe that there is only

one will which governs all the events of history.

On the other hand, if we believed in many gods

and if we had taken to polytheism, we would

have thought that the events occurring in the

universe were governed by separate wills. Then

it is our firm belief that all the events in the

universe are interconnected and they represent

unity and harmony so that one law of God runs

through all of them as the blood runs through

the body. There is only one will of God which

reflected in every event aud, behind it, there

only one law which regulates it.

It can, of course, happen that, if God wi *

He can favour the tyrants and cause an oppre

sor to prosper and flourish, because He has powe
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over all things. Similarly, if He wills, the cries of
the oppressed may become ineffective and no re-

volution or change may occur as a result of their

grievances. Hut He does not act in this manner,
for although He is a ruler, He is also Wire. Of
course He can do anything He likes, but He does

what justice, equity and wisdom require Him to

do. In connection with His will in regard to the

rise and decay of nations, the important thing

to note is that a society in which injustice and

oppression reign can never prosper or make
progress.

The question is : what is zulm or wrongdoing

and oppression ? Zulm (wrongdoing) means to put

a thing not in its proper place. In lexicography

this state is called zulm (wrongdoing or oppres-

sion). Therefore, the Qur’an says that shirk or

association of other deities with God is a great

act of wrongdoing because nothing can be more

improper. This forehead has been made so that

man may prostrate himself before God. But when

man prostrates himself before his fellow crea-

tures, this is an act of wrongdoing and it is clear

that if a thing is not in its proper place, it is a

state which is the negatiou of justice. Thus, these

hands of ours have been made to serve the weak
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and help the poor. Now, if these hands are stretch-

ed against the labourers and the helpless people

this is wrongdoing or oppression, because they

are being put to a wrong use.Now we have to see

how oppression, injustice and tyranny take hold

in a society. For this purpose we cannot ignore

the conduct of the various classes. The class which

starts oppression and injustice in a society has

been calledmutrafln by the Holy Qur'Sn. These

are the prosperous people in a society who
are men hiving influence and power! These are

the people who oppose every healthy change and

create disorder in society by indulging in luxuri-

ous aa i comfortable living. They are themselves

wicked and spread wickedness in their society.

About them the Holy Qur’an says :

['‘When We decide to destroy a population, We (first)

send a definite order to those among them who are given

the gojd things of this life and yet transgress ; so that the

word is proved true against them : then (it is) that We

destroy them utterly" (xvii. 16j.]

Thus all disorder in a society is caused by

the prosperous and well-to-do section of tb e
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ruined sooner or later. It is possible that the

existing generation may escape destruction, but

the coining generation will not escape it, because,

in the life of nations, the standards of measure-

ment are different from those of ordinary life.

This is the great lesson of history furnished to

us by the Holy Qur'an.

Therefore, those who want to reform society

and are anxious to change it must study history

and ponder over its lessons. They should not pass

lightly by the signs {Ayat) of history, because a

revolution does not take place merely by indulg-

ing in disruptive activities and acts of sabotage.

Nor can a revolution be effected by civil commo-
tions or slogan-mongering. If such acts create a
revolution, then it is superficial arid ephemeral.
Such revolutions are not enduring, nor can they

help to reform the society. For positively healthy

revolution, a nation has to pass through many
stages. It requires deep thinking and delibera-

tion. In the attempt to create such a revolution

many young men whiten their hair. Then rises

the new dawn of intellectual awakening. Our
young men should give deep thought to the

matter and should light up the lamps of intel-

lectual inquiry whose light may bring a new
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da 'n ,D t *lelr s°ciety. We should study ,he(IHfcent aspects of history, as well as the histor
,‘

different civilisations, particularly .hell?/'
of the rise and fall of Islamic civilisation, so!hat
\\e m*y know what good works were performed
by us as a result of which we rose to greatness, and
where we faltered in consequence of which our
fortunes declined. Similarly, we should try to

know how we can achieve greatness today and

what is that mode of social conduct by follow-

ing which we can avert disaster. This is the

lesson to which our Philosopher-Poet, Iqbal, has

invited cur attention.



10

One God, One Humanity

A careful sludy of the Holy Qur an ijinakes it

clear that, according to Islam, the individual is

not a useless cog in this whole system of the
universe. On the other hand, the Orientalists and
the Western philosophers differ little from one
another in their theory of the individual and
society. They treat society as a body and the
individual, according to them, is no more than a
unit in this system. According to their tkecry
this cell or unit (the individual) performs a
function in the body which is determined bv
the organism as a whole. But this theory does
not accord with the basic view of Islam accord-
>ng to which man is an autonomous creature in
this world as far as his actions are concerned.

fh.s theory of the individual as a cell or unit
f the organism was first put forward by Speng-

IhanJeT T the sa™ view, with a few

ing to Hep'^.

er ‘hename “
world sPirit”. Accord-

s' . the world spirit performs a highly
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important function in moulding the process of

history. In Karl Marx's theory also, man is a

unit of society and a helpless tool in the hands

of economic forces. These economic factors

and forces make or mar his destiny. Karl Marx

says that forces of economic production deter-

mine the framework of society and furnish the

foundation both for the individual and the society.

On this foundation is raised the superstructure

of law and politics. Social consciousness takes the

form set by these economic factors. Thus, in mater-

ial life economic processes determine thesocial,

political and intellectual consciousness of man.

According to Karl Marx, in the shaping of human

personality, human conscience plays no part.

Man's social personality is the determinant factor

in the shaping of his individuality. Thus man is

nothing more than a cog in the wheel of society.

But this view of man as a lifeless toy is

opposed to the teachings of all religions. This has

been pointed out by the famous Orientalist and

philosopher of history, Arnold Toynbee, in his

book, Civilization on Trial . He says*

"The view Is not correct that the indivi<

society and not society for the individual, <

spiritual progress is of no importance in Ml

that the development of social inst
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importance than the development of human individuality.

II this view is taken as correct and is tested in practice,

it will reveal many weaknesses.”

Toynbee says that the view that the individual

is a lifeless part of society may be true of insects,

flies and ants, but it cannot be true of any human

being .

1

From the religious viewpoint this kind of

relation between the individual and society is

the negation of man’s relation with God Who is

the only beiog to be worshipped. Worship of

any human society or community is the direct

antithesis of the worship of God.

Islam’s viewpoint on this subject is very clear.

Islam regards man as the best of God s creations

and makes him the vicegerent of God on this

earth. It says that all things in the universe have

been subjugated to man and all of them are

under his control. . , . , .,

After the determination of the individual s

status in society, the historical process, accord-

ing to Islam, becomes a selective process It is a

selective process because history positive y

those individuals who shape human culture on

the basis of moral and spiritual values and

1. Toynbee, Civilization on
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Keeping this view of history in mind, Islam
has outlined those factors which can serve as
common ground between the nations of the world
and the brotherhood of man. The Qur'§.n has in
many places pointed to those factors which
govern the rise and fall of nations, and if we
ponder over them and put them into practice we

can shape a better future for humanity.

The following are, in brief, the factors stressed
* *

by the Qur'Sn :

(1) When worldly material prosperity breeds self* will

and leads to the violation of Divine commands.

(2) Commercial dishonesty and dishonesty in trafl *‘

actions. . , »

(3)

Absence of a positive concept of.to?»* IP^'

abandonment of the path of truth and inability o

ingness to prevent others from doing evil.
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(4) Rise of dishonest and immoral leadership and its

passive acceptance by the common people.

(5) Reign of injustice and tyranny.

All these thiags do not accord with Islamic

conception of the creation of Man and his place

in the universe. Islam does not admit that man

has no control over the shaping of his destiny.

On the other hand, the Islamic concept is that

man is the vicegerent of God on this earth. He has

been given freedom of thought and action as the

vicegerent of God. Within the limits of this free-

dom, he can make or mar his destiny here and

in the Hereafter. The Qur’an has made it very

clear that all the things created in this universe

are subject to man and obedient to him, and man
has been exalted over them. From this viewpoint,

it seems illogical and unreasonable that when
everything in the universe is subject to man, he

should be deprived of the power to do anything

for the betterment of his individual and collec-

tive life. Besides, God has gifted man with reason

which can guide him in the right direction in all

his social and other worldly affairs.

World Government
Modern scientific research, the ever-increasing

inventions and technical progress have opened

87



Dee

STUDY OF HISTORY

up new means of communication Tv,between different countries ha,
‘ dis,a

-

the world has shrunk and come iZTl **
cessary consequence of this is that hand humanity instead „(v * *he WOrld

'y, instead of being dividedbecoming more and more of a unity Distancebave shlunl Md , he dlflerent
cations ate developing closer relations. This hatrented not only physical proximity but has alsochanged the entire way of the thinking of the
nations in the world. If one part of the world
suffers from one calamity, other parts of the
world share in its grief. These conditions have
forced a world-philosopher like Bertrand Russell
and the philosopher of history, Arnold Toynbee,
to call for the establishment of one world govern-

ment- They have stressed the need of forming a

world government on the basis of honesty, truth

and faith in common values instead of dominating
others by force and fraud, Arnold Toynbee writ-

mg on this subject says:
I he world is seriously thinking about the establish-

ment of one world government which should be brought
into existence by mutual goodwill and mutual treaties and
Jn a COInmon language, common civilization and
common mode of living may be the basis of unity. It * s

hoped that some international organization will furnish
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rights will be guaranteed by the world government

The international unity advocated by mo

Tovnbee will not be workable so long as a so u

tion is not found to the problem of a common

way of life, because even if fbe frames ore

such a world government is ready to hand, it wi

not be of much use to mankind unless a spiritual

unity7 is created by effecting changes in ti~»e way

of the thinking of the peoples of the world. Writ-

ing on this subject a modern philosopher, Perry,

says

:

“If any world-government is formed on the basis of

spiritual and intellectual unity, it may be expected to

endure and it may be of great benefit to mankind. But
if it is established without such a basis of unity, it

will not only be weak but also it will not endure.
Therefore, a common religion is an essential prerequi-
site of such] a government. There is only one truth for
this period and there can be no two opinions about it. It
is that mau, by using his common sense, shoul d make a

2. Prospects of World Gcv«r, p
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search for this religion and the whole world should follow

this religion ." 3

In the light of these ideas put forward by

Western philosophers, if an attempt is made to

examine how far Islam fulfils the requirements

of a world religion, the first thing that strikes

our mental eye is that Islam basically calls for

world unity and the unity of mankind. Islam has

given man a very high position in this universe.

We have already discussed this aspect of the

matter. According to the Qur’an, God has creat-

ed man in the best pattern and has appointed

him His vicegerent on this earth.

Monotheism

According to Islam, a man cannot become a

Muslim unless he professes by his tongue and be-

lieves in his heart that there is no deity other

than God and God is the creator of the universe.

Belief in one God and faith in monotheism have

universal appeal, which lead to spiritual urn y

in lUe world.

Besides this, Islam makes it essential that one

should hclieve in all the past Prophets and t eir

Books All those Prophets who brought the

message of God to different nations were true

J. Itaahrt of Values, pp. 491-92.
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Prophets. Those who believe in revealed Books
regard as part of the same movement all the

religions and their Prophets as well as their teach-

ings. This movement based on Divine revela-

tions started with the beginning of creation.

Islam is the last word in this chain of revealed

religions, and it presents the Divine teachings

in their perfect form. Therefore, this Divine

message is a message of unity for the whole of

mankind. This is the same message which Pro-

phets in all the periods of history preached and

it is not related to any particular class, nation

or any particular period of history. It is a mes-

sage addressed to the entire humanity. It has a

universal appeal and it can be of great benefit to

mankind, if it is made the basis of the world

organisation.

Unity and Equality

Islam says that man has been created from a

single soul. Therefore, all human beings, because

they are descended from the same ancestor,

Adam, belong fundamentally to one group w hich

it calls Ummah . Ummah in modern terminology

means “Nation”. All other divisions created by

man are unnatural and opposed to the Divine
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will. The Holy Qur’an says:

“Mankind was but one nation, but differed (later). Had

it not been for a Word that went forth before from thy

Lord, their differences would have settled between them"

(x. 19)].

Throwing light on the creation of man and

the unity of the human race, the Holy Qur’an

has called man's attention to the unity under-

lying the multiplicity of objects in the creation

of the universe. It says that man should ponder
over the fact that all the objects created between
the heavens and the earth are parts of an organis-

ed system and are moving within the limits fixed

for them. This organised system of heavenly
bodies is called universe by us. Man does not
ponder over the fact how he moves and acts
according to the dictates of his Creator. His posi-

tion in the universe is the same as that of the
soul in the human body.

Universal Religion

We have seen that the Holy Qur’an lays
1

1 ll ~ s °n the unity of mankind and the
universal nature of the religion of Islam. From
l l:s we can easily arrive at the conclusion that
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Islam regards the whole world as one and the

Holy Our’5n furnishes a firm and comprehensive

basis on which the edifice of a new world system

can be raised. The conception of human unity

and social and political equality put forward by

Islam is most clear cut and no clearer conception

of these things is possible. It stamps out all

selfish interests, geographical divisions, racial

differences and class distinctions. That is the

reason why it is always possible to reawaken the

Muslims, revive the glory of Islam and deliver

humanity from the oppressive system full of

atheistic class distinctions which at present domi-

nates the world. Muslim unity is a positive step

towards the unity and deliverance cf mankind,

as Toynbee has pointed out

:

“The unity of the Islamic world is in a dormant con-

dition. Nevertheless, we must be prepared for the possibi-

lity that it may be reawakened if, at any time, there is an

upsurge against Western domination and a leadership

comes to the top which is opposed to the West. This

slogan against the West may be politically very effective

in reawakening the martial spirit of Islam even though
Islam may lie in a sleep as deep as that of the people of

the cave. But at any time the echoes of the glorious period
°f Islam may be heard again. In the past Islam has been
a means of deliverance for mankind on two occasions. The
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liiHt occasion on which Eastern society revolted against
Western interventionists was when, under the early suc-
cessors of Prophet Muhammad, Islam liberated Syria and
kgypt from a thousand years of Greek domination. The
second occasion was when under the regimes of Zangid

Nuruddin, Ayyubid Salahuddin and the Mamlukes Islam

successfully defended itself against the attacks of the

Crusaders and the Mongols. If the present world situation

generates a racial war, then probably Islam will have to

repeat its earlier historical role."4

The conception of a world government sub-

ject to the Divine Will put forward by Islam

.demands that we should dispel all those false

impressions and fallacies about Islamic teachings

which have taken deep hold over the minds of

a section of the Western peoples. In the past

there have been some Orientalists who have pre-

sented a distorted picture of Islam, not out of

rancour and hostility, but because of theirignor-

ance. It is a happy augury that in the second

part of the twentieth century, the Western world

has arrived at a better understanding of Islam.

The present trend is to minimise differences in

the interests of international harmony and to

remove those conflicts and tensions which stand

in the way of mutual understanding.

4. Civilisation on Trial, p. 213.
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ONE GOD, ONE HUMANITY

The fact cannot be gainsaid that ignorance

generates many false ideas. The time has come

when the peoples of the world should understand

and study Islam in the way in which the Holy

Qur'an has explained it. The preservation of world

peace and the reconstruction of human society

depend on a right understanding of this uni-

versal religion.

It is also the duty of the Muslims to rise

above sectarian quarrels and geographical bar-

riers in presenting Islam in the perspective of

the modern world situation and in preaching it

to the peoples of the world. The times demand

that those aspects of the great religion should be

brought out clearly which have a universal

appeal and which offer a solution to the problems

agitating a world in search of peace and security.
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v4/so bv Mauiana Kausar Niizt

Towards Understanding the Qur’an
As an eminent religious scholar Maulana

Kausar Niazi has realised the need of presenting

Islam in the present-day context. His versatile

genius has opened new vistas of vision which

suggest ways to lead a better life- Towards

Understanding theQuranh the exposition of those

Quranic injunctions which have a direct bearing

on our day-to-day issues. As such, the book pro-

vides food for thought, widens the mental

horizon and breeds a clear discernment to solve

our problems. Demy 8vo , pp. xii, 232

To the Prophet
This is an anthology, in translation, of a

number of articles which the learned Mauiana
wrote at different times on the eve of the Eid
Milad-un-Nabi. In this book, while discussing
the different aspects of the ceremony of the Eid
Milad-un-Nabi, describing the prismatic per-
sonality of the Holy Prophet, his prophetic graces,
love for and obedience to him and adherence to
his noble conduct, the Mauiana comes to the
conclusion that our conduct during celebrations

><)lt J [>{ ' 111 keeping with the solemnity of the
occasion. >r\ 0 y .. ,

-

rtpuny 8 vo., pp, xu bO
Sh, MUHAMMAD ASHRAF
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In this booklet, the learned author gives the

lie to the impression of some reputed Western

historians and Orientalists that history is a

mere collection of myths and conjectures in

which much hearsay and many cooked-up stories

have been recorded. He has ably shown what
the Islamic conception of history is and what im-

portant part has been played in it by the intellec-

tual, moral and spiritual revolution effected b>

Islam.

Three Urdu editions of tht^ book have ap-

peared in quick succession—so well has the book

been received. This is its first English translation

for the benefit of the English-knowing reader.
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